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its voyage from Goa to Surat. Besides those that
beset the Malabar coast, there were pirates in the
Persian Gulf, at the mouth of the Eed Sea, and in
the Mozambique Channel, while five pirate vessels
were cruising off Acheen. During the next ten years
the losses caused by the pirates were prodigious.

Ovington mentions that at St. Helena (1689)
they were told, by a slaver, of three pirates., two
English and the other Dutch, so richly laden
with booty that they could hardly navigate their
ships/ which had become weather-beaten and nn-
seaworthy from their long cruises off the Eed Sea
mouth. Their worn-out canvas sails were replaced
with double silk.

" They were prodigal in the expences of their
unjust gain, and quenched their thirst with Europe
liquor at any rate this Commander (the slaver)
would put upon it; and were so frank both in
distributing their goods, and guzzling down the
noble wine, as if they were both wearied with the
possession, of their rapine, and willing to stifle all
the melancholy reflections concerning it."

Such an account was bound to fire the imagina-
tion of every seaman who heard it.

The number of pirates was increased by the
interlopers, merchant adventurers trading without